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Greetings to all Ladies of Faith!

The world around us seems to have shrunk even smaller and our values as Christians are 
questioned more and more. The Lord calls every one of us to show compassion, warmth and 
love to all those we come in contact with and opportunities are all around us. I see people daily 
that I want to give a message of Jesus’ Love to and find that I am becoming bolder to speak 
up. I am always surprised at how welcome they seem to be to have someone speak to them 
of the hope and love available. Each of us can be a ray of hope to someone , we only need 
to be bold and speak up and have faith the Lord will give us the words. We are to count these 
opportunities as blessings (James 1:2-6). And we can ask anything, only we must ask in faith 
(James 1:6). So have faith, and increase your faith by working for the Lord. We are called to 
be doers of the word and not hearers only (James 1:22).

Now that the New Year has started, have you started your project for the DOK booth? 
The monies we raise help support the Camp and every cent is well used!! Even the widow’s 
mite will be welcomed. Get together with some friends and do a project together or work on 
it alone. If anyone has an idea or two, please let me know and maybe we can include them. 
Ideas for any season or occasion!! Some of the younger ladies of the group have requested a 
craft time and I have developed some ideas and am very excited to share them!!

I pray you will have taken the opportunity to join the Daughters of the King (DOK), only 
$10 a year, and support the Camp Meeting in Meridian. If you would like to join now, send 
your check to Marilyn Sheldahl (marilynsheldal@hotmail.com).

See you at camp, June 29th to July 4th, 2015!!

Becky Lincoln, President DOK
bblincoln@ywave.com
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Editorial
By Manny Molinar

“Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it;
Unless the Lord guards the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”

Psalm 127:1

As my first Editorial (ever) in this January/February issue, in conjunction with the start of a 
new year 2015, I’m the newest employee for the General Council here in the Meridian, Idaho 
offices. These are just a few of many firsts to come. Stay tuned!

It starts with CONFESSION: At Camp Meeting here last summer of 2014, our theme 
was “Restoration – Past – Present – Future”, and that restoration has begun. God be praised! 
To address the “Past”, and if you read my report in our last issue, “Ministerial Council” we 
pledged to “Reboot”, or “To start over – refresh – anew”, with the idea of forgetting the past; 
past hurts, past failures, and even all the things undone. To look at our “Present” condition: 
where we are; who we are, why we are, and to recognize where we have dropped the ball and 
our neglect in accomplishing the “The Great Commission.” Now, the “Future” stands before 
us! We know now from past experiences that if God is not “The Builder” in our lives, there is 
nothing any mortal man can do but fail. And, we also know that we can learn from these experi-
ences. We do not want our labor to be in vain. I John 1:9 says that when we confess our sins 
to the Lord, He is faithful to forgive us; in James 5:16 it says that when we confess our faults 
one to another and adds an appropriate response, to pray for one another, the healing begins. 
We do need your prayers. A Goliath, a difficult task stands before us. The question remains; 
who will stand and be the Champion for warfare against principalities and powers? “Though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for you are with me”: 
Who? “The Lord is my Shepard, I shalt not want?” So, rebuilding, though a big challenge, 
begins by challenging our own thinking, attitudes and how much we love the work of God.

There are many issues that need to be recalibrated in our organization. ACTS magazine 
has a mission; and we need to better our communication of the Word of God through the print-
ing presses. The following are some of the ways all of us can do it:

Our faith in God! Philippians 4:13 says that we CAN do ALL things through Christ who 
strengthens us! Colossians 3:17 says; “And whatever you do in WORD or DEED, do all in 
the Name of the Lord Jesus…”  If God has touched you in any way, you have a story of love 
to tell. God is good all the time; He promises to be with us all the time and not leave us alone 
to fight the battles of life.

The Holy Spirit! Yielding, listening, following the Power of the Holy Spirit. Preacher, how 
many times have you asked yourself and prompted by the Holy Spirit; that “This message 
needs to be heard throughout the World, and not just my local congregation?” Send us your 
best Sermons in written form that touches lives “where the rubber meets the road”, real life situ-
ations. With World events as seen today, people are seeking answers; lost in the desert of life, 
this maze of living in hard times, confused, which are looking for direction. As Christians we 
were given the Comforter to guide us through this desert of life when we came out of Egypt, 
worldly living, to be God’s messengers, who know who holds our hand, that we do have in the 
future Hope through the redemptive Blood of Christ. When people live in fear, no greater  

The Eternal Aspects of Marriage
(Continued from Page 7)

What is Missing in the West

Many Christians in the west who hold an 
ethereal hermeneutic for biblical eschatology 
because they believe God is so transcendent 
that no earthly and biblical realism can be used 
to interpret the biblical text. This hermeneutic has 
led most of Christ’s Universal Church to miss the 
Hebraic realism that the biblical data advances.  
Biblical realism is not always literal and does use 
many literary devices, to relay a deeper truth can 
only be nuanced through word links and con-
cepts that teach us about Salvation History and 
how God brings to pass Torah Christ Salvation 
Story. Biblical realism leads us to spiritual real-
ism so we can prepare to go up to Zion to meet 
the Lord in our final enthronement. Therefore, 
the love we share from the divine realm with our 
loved ones will only become more divine as God 
reproduces Himself in His Creation. King David 
stated it this way in Psalm 17 vs 15, “As for me,  
I shall behold Thy face in righteousness, I will 
be satisfied with Thy likeness when I awake.”  
When all awake in the resurrection to eternal life, 
the Wisdom literature teaches every good thing 
comes from Sophia (Lady Wisdom) (Prov 8:32-
35). The Apostle Paul stated God will share with 
us all that He has. We all look for a day when 
there will be nothing to prevent the unity of indi-
viduals as well as the unity of all Creation so that  
 

the ultimate mystery and divine purpose of  
marriage will come to pass (I Cor 15:24-28).

“Set me like a seal on your heart, like 
a seal on your arm. For love is strong as 
Death, passion as relentless as Sheol. 
The flash of it is a flash of fire, a flame 
of Yahweh himself. Love no flood can 
quench, no torrents drown. Were a man to 
offer all his family wealth to buy love, con-
tempt is all that he would gain” (Epilogue, 
Song of Solomon).

Notes
1. Alonzo Gaskill, The Truth About Eden – Understanding 
the Fall and Our Temple Experience, CFI, An Imprint of 
Cedar Fort Inc., Springville, UT, 2013, p. 25-26
2. J. R Dummelow, ed.,  A Commentary on the Holy 
Bible, MacMillan Publishing Co., Inc., New York, 1908, 
1909. pp. 697-698
3. Louis Ginzberg, Legends of the Jews (Philadelphia : 
Jewish Publication Society of America, 1956) 1:68.
4. George Khodre, “A Great Mystery – Reflections on the 
Meaning of Marriage”, St Vladimir’s Seminary Quarterly, 
Volume 8, Number 1, St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological 
Seminary, Crestwood, New York, 1964, pp. 36-37
5. John Meyendorff, Marriage – An Orthodox Perspective, 
St Vladmir’s Seminary Press, Crestwood, New York, 
1984, p. 129.
6. Ibid, pp. 111-112.
7. Robert G. Stephanopoulos, “Marriage and Family 
in Ecumenical Perspective” St. Vladimir’s Theological 
Quarterly, Volume 25, Number 1, Crestwood, New York, 
p. 28

In Loving Memory 2014
Mary  Keith

July--1925
December--2014
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**EDITORIAL COMMENT:

 I know exactly why this can be said 
and correctly so! But for those that may 
misunderstand or may be confused; there is 
another way of saying it that might make it 
clearer. “One does not keep (observe, obey) 
the Commandments of God to be saved; we 
keep the Commandments of God because 
we are saved through the righteousness of 
our Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 5:17-20). To live 
in God’s will IS to have His moral compass 
for life; in fact, it IS stepping off the rock by 
fully trusting in God—to live life abundantly 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. I too, 
have seen and felt the same experiences as 
Sis. Rice. Thank you!

 Acting Editor: Manny Molinar

Photo to the right: http://www.publicdomainpictures.
net/view-image.php?image=92574&picture=black-and-
white-half-dome

opportunity is given to us than to comfort them with the same comfort which is given unto us. 
The Holy Spirit empowers us to lead people to the river Jordan and to transition them from this 
like-life to the Kingdom of Eternal-Life.

Trusting God! Why is it so hard to believe in God’s Almighty Power? Especially when it 
comes to money! God says we most walk in faith, trusting Him, and not by sight. Everybody 
knows the enormity of the work that needs to be done, individually, in churches serving the 
community, and as an organization. It cannot be done without finances! God challenges us in 
Malachi 3:10 “And try Me now on this (tithes and offerings), If I will not open for you  the 
windows of heaven and pour out for you SUCH BLESSING that there will not be room 
enough to receive it.” How many times do we hear people say; “But we don’t have the money 
in the Bank account.” It’s because we also don’t have “a trust in God” in our spiritual Faith 
account! God provides when we trust him! Walk by Faith! Honor Him and sit back and watch 
Him work His mighty Works.

The state of our equipment in the Publishing House, telephones, computers, computer 
systems, upgrades, etc., especially all our printing capabilities are like Model T’s, maxed out; 
and maintenance and servicing of old equipment becomes costly as replacement materials 
are becoming rare. There is only one Company in our area that still makes film exclusively 
for our old printing system. No one else uses it anymore! If it becomes an issue with them 
of saying; “Is it cost effective for us?” They have the right to drop us; which means “stop the 
presses” and publishing stops and jobs could be lost. God wants to partner with you in giving 
you the ability to share your blessings with the rest of the Body of Christ. “God loves a cheer-
ful giver” Why haven’t we heard of this situation before now, you may ask? Asking is not as 
easy as some would think. Some do not know how to humble themselves before the People of 
God. Especially when you see it from the other side of the coin; “It is better to give than to 
receive”. From that perspective, we, as an organization must ask ourselves the same question; 
“What kind of service can we give to better equip the Saints?” And the answer to that question 
is; “there should be a return in your investment to God’s Work.” We admit, whole heartedly, that 
we have not done as good as we should! For that we ask for your forgiveness! The new vision 
is clear, but we ask for you to partner with us! The “State of the General Council” is poor and 
the evil one wants to shut it down. Paris, France came together, arm in arm with other World 
Leaders, as a message; “we stand together” “you will not detour us”; as New York City 911, 
as Boston Strong. “THIS, TOO, SHALL PASS!” Who is the Guardian of the City? My God is 
an awesome God! “If God is with us; who can be against us?” So, I come boldly to the 
throne of your Grace, where I know I can find the same Grace and mercy as Christ gave to all. 
Reorganizing is not easy! Help us to serve you better!

So, I have stated “Where we are” as an organization, as honest and transparent as I can. 
If there’s one thing that people know about me, I shoot straight and tell it like it is. There’s more 
to it, but it would take many more pages to do so, and I will have to defer it for another point in 
time. Either through future editorials or in article form we will address the next two questions; 
“Who are We?” and “Why are We?”

Thank you ahead of time for service! And may; “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the Love of God, and communion of the HOLY Spirit be with you all. Amen:

Manny Molinar, GENERAL COUNCIL Operations Manager

The Lord’s 
Supper Service 
will be Friday, 
April 3, 2015 

after sundown.
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I knew she felt convicted in her heart of what a 
hopeless sinner she was. I said “we must trust in 
God’s salvation through Jesus Christ.” I could tell 
she didn’t know what that meant and quite hon-
estly I really wasn’t quite sure I knew either. After 
all, most churches tell us to believe we are saved 
and nothing else is required, and we all know 
there is more to it than that. This doesn’t give us 
license to sin. If we love God, we will continue 
to strive to be obedient to his commands. I have 
never believed in a “once saved, always saved” 
doctrine.

I prayed fervently that night asking God to 
give me understanding on the meaning of fully 
trusting, and God blessed me with a dream that 
will be vivid as day to me for the rest of my life. 
In my dream, I was standing on a small rock 
miles in the air. I have always been afraid of 
heights. There used to be a commercial on TV, 
I believe it was for a credit card, that showed a 
rock climber climbing up the rocks and standing 
on a small rock at the top of a mountain, and I 
found I had to turn channels when that commer-
cial came on as just looking at someone up that 
high was fearful to me. When I saw commercials 
or movies where someone would sit on a beam 
of a building, I would find myself being fidgety 
and uncomfortable just watching. Therefore, you 
can imagine my utter fear in this dream being up 
on that high rock with nothing around me, where 
one step would most certainly make me fall to my 
death. I was so petrified that I couldn’t breath, I 
couldn’t move, I was frozen to the spot. A voice 
came to me and I knew it was the Holy Spirit (in 
the Hebrew the Holy Spirit has a name—Ruach 
Hakodesh). The voice said, “Trust means you 
will take a step.” I thought to myself, how can I 
take a step—I am frozen to this spot and cannot 
move. I am lost as there is nothing within me that 
I can do. Again the voice said “Trust means you 
will take a step.” I realized how much I needed to 
trust in God’s help for deliverance from this situ-
ation as there was nothing I could do for myself. 
I said, “It is not within me to take a step, but you 
Oh Lord, have mercy on your handmaid and 
make my foot move: I know that you can make 
my foot move.” Somehow my foot moved beyond 
the rock, into the air, and the rush that filled me 
was beyond any release or burst of emotion that 
I have ever felt before. In that instant, I was flying 

through the air filled with what I can only describe 
as utter and complete joy that seemed to ooze 
out of every pore of my body, and then I awoke 
with the Holy Spirit completely around me and 
within me and all I could do was cry, pray and 
praise God.

Now I don’t consider myself anything spe-
cial, or why God would give me this dream, for I 
know I am the most chief of sinners; yet, I rejoice 
that God showed me this meaning of fully trust-
ing. In the dream there was no doubt in my mind 
that the Holy Spirit could make my foot move—
this is trust. There was no doubt in my mind that 
the Holy Spirit could keep me from falling once 
my foot left the rock—this is trust. In addition, 
there was no doubt in my mind that there was 
nothing that I could do of my own—no keeping 
God’s commands or trying to be good enough 
was going to deliver me from that rock.** It made 
me remember Jesus’ parable about how the one 
that is forgiven much, will love even more. I know 
that I cling to Jesus because I know what a sinner  
I am. Because of this, I can say my redeemer 
lives and that he blesses those who truly trust in 
him, that he will come again to take us to ever be 
with him—What a glorious day that will be!

My brothers and sisters in Christ, trust in 
the Lord—Fully trust, for there is no other way 
and to think there is would be trying to justify or 
deceive yourself and ultimately set yourself up for 
failure, loss and a false sense of security where 
there is really no security at all. For trusting in 
the law and legal observances will only lead to 
frustration and the knowledge that we are lost 
and hopeless, but trusting in God’s promises will 
lead to redemption, salvation and eternal life. We 
have to take the step by realizing that the only 
way to take that step is to trust.

Trust that our Savior will make our foot move; 
this is what truly, fully trusting means to me.

Katrina resides in Hiawatha, Kansas, and enjoys 
writing Christian articles in her spare time. She has a 
Master’s Degree in Business Administration, as well as 
teaching College Business courses, and she is a Federal 
Auditor. Katrina has two grown children, Adam and 
Charity, who also reside in Kansas.

(continued on the next page)

The sacrament of marriage in the western 
church has not been connected with coronation 
as it has in eastern tradition. The concept of a 
royal wedding that mirrors a coronation of a king 
and queen is almost alien in our western train of 
thought.

In the ancient world, human bodies were 
often viewed as being evil. The exception of this 
general rule was in the Semitic mindset in which 
Judaism grew. Creation was good because God 
was good. So, the activity of human copula-
tion and procreation was seen as exceedingly 
good because God’s image in man was indeed 
reproduced. However, in the ascetic mindset this 
indeed was not the case. Classical theism would 
demand that God was “other” and the depravity 
of man which resulted from sin would make our 
bodily activities problematic. In the west, God 
Himself would even begin to lose some of his 
Image to maintain His status as “other”. This ulti-
mately would give rise to dualistic thought which 
would suggest only the spiritual makeup of man 
could be saving by a cosmic redeemer while 
man was allowed to suffer in a depraved, sin-
ful condition. It is certainly true, man was driven 
from Eden by a covenantal curse which was the 
curse of the ground (Gen 3:14-19) but that was 
part of God’s initial plan for ultimate exultation 
writes Alonzo L. Gaskill. The way down mean-
ing the Fall was the way Up meaning Exultation.  
1 (emphasis added). And the vehicle which 
would accomplish this would be the covenant 
of marriage where the complete image of Adam 
(adama- taken from the ground) which began 
as male and female (Gen 1:26) would be joined 
back together, not to remain separated (badad 
– set apart) as one flesh so the YHWH image 
in man (tselem –image and demuth - likeness) 
would be complete. The woman’s role as the per-
fect, suitable companion (eser – helper, qeneg-
doh – suitable for him) would serve as the Eve to 
promote this completeness as well as her status 
as the crown of Creation.

Marriage as a royal KingdoM

The subject of coronation is also foreign to 
our Occidental way of thinking. In the Oriental 
and Near Eastern culture, kingship was viewed 
as a divine right, thus, resulting in divine mar-
riage. Even God’s bloodline representing deity’s 
nature was in the noble birth of ancient kings and 
gave them the right to rule without question and 
with edicts that could not be rescinded. In this cul-
tural milieu, royal marriages were generally kept 
within the royal families and the aristocracies of 
their own and other nations. Ancient Israel hoped 
for the day when YHWH would come back and 
“marry” the people of Israel and fulfill the royal 
wedding promises from the Feast of Tabernacles 
(Ps. 2-10). The same purpose for His Divine 
Kingship also applied to the divine aspect of 
marriage (2 Chron 6:41). “Let thy priests, O Lord, 
be clothed with salvation and let thy godly ones 
rejoice in what is good”.

In a royal marriage ceremony the man and 
woman wore crowns upon their heads because 
they were royal citizens of Israel and their mar-
riage symbolized the future kingship reign of 
YHWH that they looked for in the world to come 
where the couple would be co-rulers with YHWH 
(Ps. 128). This Psalm of Ascent would be ulti-
mately fulfilled when peace would be established 
in Israel and when the citizens of Israel would 
see their children’s children be blessed.

the state of Marriage at the tiMe of 
Jesus

The divine purpose of marriage had been 
all but lost by time of Jesus’s ministry. There 
were various types of marriage which were not 
a part of the Edenic Covenant established by 
God. Women were bought with a redeemable 
bridal price and for a second marriage could 
even be purchased from a slave block and be 
taken into marriage as a slave or household ser-
vant. Jesus constantly reminded His disciples of 
what that divine purpose once was (Mat 19:3-6).  
This divine union was to be between a virgin and 
the bridegroom (Mat 25:1). 

The Eternal Aspects of Marriage
By Tom Roberts, BTh, ThM, MDiv, PhD, DD

Order of St John the Evangelist



Advocating Christ The Savior 116 January/February    2015 ACTS

I am including the entire passage from the 
Jewish Complete Bible, of Romans 3:9-28:

 
9So are we Jews better off? Not entirely; for I 
have already made the charge that all people, 
Jews and Gentiles alike, are controlled by sin. 
10As the Tanakh puts it,

“There is no one righteous, not even 
one! 
No one understands, 
11no one seeks God, 
12all have turned away 
and at the same time become useless; 
there is no one who shows kindness, 
not a single one!

13“Their throats are open graves, 
they use their tongues to deceive. 
Vipers’ venom is under their lips. 
14Their mouths are full of curses and 
bitterness.

15“Their feet rush to shed blood, 
16in their ways are ruin and misery, 
17and the way of shalom (peace, tran-
quility, safety, well-being, welfare, 
health, contentment, success, com-
fort, wholeness and integrity)* they do 
not know.

18“There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.”

19Moreover, we know that whatever the 
Torah says, it says to those living within 
the framework of the Torah, in order that 
every mouth may be stopped and the 
whole world be shown to deserve God’s 
adverse judgment. 20For in his sight no 
one alive will be considered righteous 
on the ground of legalistic observance of 
Torah commands, because what Torah 
really does is show people how sinful they 
are.

21But now, quite apart from Torah, God’s 
way of making people righteous in his 
sight has been made clear — although 
the Torah and the Prophets give their 
witness to it as well—22and it is a righ-
teousness that comes from God, through 
the faithfulness of Yeshua the Messiah, 
to all who continue trusting. For it makes 
no difference whether one is a Jew or a 
Gentile, 23since all have sinned and come 
short of earning God’s praise. 24By God’s 
grace, without earning it, all are granted 
the status of being considered righteous 
before him, through the act redeeming 
us from our enslavement to sin that was 
accomplished by the Messiah Yeshua. 
25God put Yeshua forward as the kap-
parah (atonement, expiation, propitiation; 
more loosely: forgiveness, pardon)* for 
sin through his faithfulness in respect to 
his bloody sacrificial death. This vindi-
cated God’s righteousness; because, in 
his forbearance, he had passed over [with 
neither punishment nor remission] the 
sins people had committed in the past; 
26and it vindicates his righteousness in 
the present age by showing that he is 
righteous himself and is also the one who 
makes people righteous on the ground of 
Yeshua’s faithfulness.

27So what room is left for boasting? None 
at all! What kind of Torah excludes it? One 
that has to do with legalistic observance 
of rules? No, rather, a Torah that has to 
do with trusting. 28Therefore, we hold the 
view that a person comes to be considered 
righteous by God on the ground of trust-
ing, which has nothing to do with legalistic 
observance of Torah commands.

*Definitions added.

This certainly makes it clear that man is 
utterly pathetic, controlled by sin, deserving of 
God’s adverse judgment (death), enslaved to sin, 
and that only through trusting in God can we find 
salvation. When I read the first part of this section 
to a very dear sister in my church, she looked up 
at me and said “so what do we do?”  

For the bridegroom cannot return until the 
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how did the bride make herself ready? (Esther 
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with invitations. (Rev 10:10) Virgins (Rev 14:3) 
were summoned sometimes to be in the choir 
(Rev 5:9) as well as to light the path (Mat 25:1, 
6) to the father’s house (John 14:1-3, Rev 15:2). 
There are the two witnesses who make the pro-
nouncement (Rev 11:3, Rev 14:6). The cup of 
wine and the divine wedding feast (John 2:1-11, 
Rev 14:19, Rev 19:17) are celebrated.

Levirate marriage was still debated in the 
synagogues during Jesus ministry. Hypothetical 
cases were discussed to see which rabbinical 
school between the Scribes and the Pharisees 
would prevail. In Matthew 22, beginning at verse 
23, the Sadducees who believed in no resurrec-
tion confronted Our Lord about Levitical Levirate 
marriage. Oftentimes, rabbinic literature would 
have two husbands in a Levirate situation. The 
ante here is raised to seven husbands for a 
hyperbole effect. The purpose of the question by 
the Sadducees found in verses 24-28 is a rab-
binic entrapment. Jesus responds with the accu-
sative case when he states, “You are mistaken, 
not knowing the Scriptures or the power of God. 
In the resurrection, they neither marry nor are 
given in marriage but are equal to the angels in 
Heaven.” If we unpack this statement in a Levitcal 
context, Our Lord is saying no bridal price will be 
issued as no one will be “given in marriage” but 
will enjoy true equality. In the resurrection, we will 
have resurrected bodies that will be superior to 
this life just as gold is superior to dust (Dan 12:1-
2). The Jewish popular conception was that cities 
would be resurrected (Mat 11:20-24) which was 
extracted from Ezekiel 37:5-13 and we would 
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Paradise, inherit the world to come (I Pet 3:7) 
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20:4-6). J. R. Dummelow has made the following 
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the multitude by asking a Him a question 
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. . . Two errors underlay the question: 
(1) That in the resurrection men will rise 
to natural life; (2) that the Law will con-

tinue in force. The skeptical Sadducees 
naturally represented the doctrine of the 
Resurrection in its most ridiculous form.

There is some division of opinion 
among the rabbis as to whether resur-
rection would be to a natural or to a 
supernatural (spiritual) life. A few took the 
spiritual view, e.g. Rabbi Raf is reported 
to have often said, ‘In the world to come 
they shall neither eat, nor drink, or beget 
children, nor trade. There is neither envy 
nor strife, but the just shall sit with crowns 
on their heads, and shall enjoy the splen-
dor of the Divine Majesty.’ But the major-
ity inclined to a materialistic view of the 
resurrection. . . The received doctrine is 
laid down by Rabbi Saadia, who says, ‘As 
the son of the widow of Sarepton, and the 
son of the Shunamite, ate and drank, and 
doubtless married wives, so shall it be in 
the resurrection’: and by Maimonides, who 
says, ‘Men after the resurrection will use 
meat and drink, and will beget children, 
because since the Wise Architect makes 
nothing in vain, it follows of necessity that 
the members of the body are not useless, 
but fulfill their functions.’ The point raised 
by the Sadducees was often debated by 
the Jewish doctors, who decided that ‘a 
woman who married two husbands in this 
world is restored to the first in the next.’”2

The Sadducees often followed Jewish 
Midrashic tradition because they believed the 
resurrection wasn’t necessary and that Adam 
and Eve and many other human companions 
would enjoy marital bliss in the bosom of God’s 
presence forever after their mystical ascent to 
His presence. 3

eastern Christian thought and the 
Covenant of Marriage

Early Christian thought didn’t teach what 
modern Christianity expresses in most com-
mentaries about Matthew 22:30 and the world to 
come. The unity of men and women as sexual 
beings in the Kingdom of God is affirmed in a 
second century homily now called The Second 
Epistle of Clement of Rome.
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This is a question that comes up in my mind 
from time to time. Do I really trust in God with my 
whole heart as I am instructed to do or do I trust 
in myself?

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding (Proverbs 
3:5) KJV.

What does “trust” really mean? Am I doing 
it properly? When I look up the directive to “trust 
in the Lord”, I find it over one hundred times 
throughout the King James Version (108 to my 
count). To be told this directive so many times 
certainly emphasizes its importance. But what 
does it really mean?

I have come to the conclusion from what I 
have seen from my own observations that before 
one can completely trust in God, it seems we 
must realize how truly wretched and without hope 
we are without God. It is like an alcoholic who 
has to hit rock bottom before he truly realizes 
he needs help and cannot help himself because 
it is just not within him to do so. This makes me 
wonder if this is why the Israelites throughout 
the Old Testament constantly failed. God had 
to bring them to utter failure in order for them to 
realize just how much they needed God. In order 
for them to cry out with their whole heart and put 
their trust in God for their deliverance, because 
at this point of complete failure and sin they knew 
God was their only way out and that nothing they 
did would deliver them.

So how do we realize that it is not within us 
to help ourselves and that we must completely 
trust in God for our salvation? I know for myself, I 
realized what a wretched sinner I was at a pretty 
young age, but it is so easy to become prideful in 
our walk with God, especially for those who grow 
up in the church with the truth from their youth. It 
may come in small doses, we do something we 
think is pleasing to God, we try to be obedient, 
we try to get closer to righteousness or perfec-
tion, and somewhere along the line we become 

puffed up little by little and then we relax thinking 
we’re doing just fine. From my experience, this is 
usually when failure is just around the corner.

Recently I finished reading the Jewish 
Complete Bible because I wanted to get a better 
understanding of how Jews view the Scriptures. 
All Scriptures were given through the Jews so 
it made sense to me to study them from the 
Jewish perspective. In simple terms, the Jewish 
Complete Bible is comprised of the Torah (the 
law which comprises the first five books of the 
Bible), the Tanakh (the rest of the Old Testament 
books), and the B’rit Hadashah (All the New 
Testament Books). The Old Testament books 
are arranged in a different order than the King 
James Version, but the total number of books 
is the same (although the Tanakh by itself 
combines some of the Old Testament books to 
reduce the count).

The first observation in reading this version 
of the Bible was that Jesus is translated from the 
Hebrew as Yeshua meaning Y-H-V-H saves. Y-
H-V-H is the name of God and was considered 
so sacred that it was never pronounced by the 
Jewish people. Instead, the word ADONAI or a 
form of the word ADONAI is used by the Jews. 
Christ does not appear anywhere as it is from 
the Greek “Cristos” and not in the Hebrew lan-
guage. In the Hebrew, it is translated Messiah or 
Mashiach, meaning anointed one.

One of the things that struck me the strongest 
in my study of this Bible was that the word faith 
in most cases was translated “trust”. In addition, 
I felt the carnal nature of man, our wretchedness 
and our sin, seemed to be clearer in this version 
of the Bible than any other that I have read.

So, in order to get the full impact of how 
Jews view the situation of man, the total impact 
of our sinful nature, our utter hopelessness with-
out God and our inability to do anything for God,  

What Does it Really Mean to Trust in God?
By Katrina Rice

“’When one of them asked the Lord 
when the Kingdom will come, He said: 
When the two things have become one, 
when the external has become inter-
nal, when in the encounter of man and 
woman there will no longer be a man and 
a woman’ The author explains this later 
by saying that a brother, when he see 
his sister, does not think of the feminine 
sex as such and that she, in turn, does 
not think of him as masculine.  In the 
recently discovered Gospel according to 
Thomas, dating from the same period, it 
is said (Logion 114) that the woman who 
acquires the spiritual qualities of a man 
will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
(Logion 22) that the Kingdom is open to 
both sexes when their union is made per-
fect and their respective limitations have 
been overcome.”4

It is easy to ascertain the point Clement is 
advancing in this writing. The purpose of mar-
riage is to prepare God’s subjects for His rule 
when the Kingdom of Heaven arrives to trans-
form the nations of this world into the Kingdom of 
God. The Orthodox stream of theological thinking 
stills follows the old Hebraic model of wearing 
crowns in marriage ceremonies and ordination 
for bishops as was the practice in Asia Minor 
when John wrote the Book of Revelation in which 
a new name was issued (Rev 3:10-12). Here are 
some excerpts from the Service of Crowning:

“Then, taking the crown of the bride-
groom, the priest says: Be exalted like 
Abraham, O Bridegroom, and be blessed 
like Isaac, and multiply like Jacob, walking 
in peace, and keeping God’s command-
ments in righteousness.

Then, taking the crown of the bride, 
he says; And you, O bride: Be exalted like 
Sarah, and exult like Rebecca, and mul-
tiply like Rachel; and rejoice in your hus-
band, fulfilling the conditions of the law, for 
this is well-pleasing to God.”5

The Book of Ephesians uses the mystery 
of marriage and the household codes to bring 
the entire temple edifice together with every 
joint knitted to form a perfect union (Eph 4:10).  

Ancient liturgies such as Marriage and Holy 
Communion according to St. Symeon of 
Thessalonica state:

. . . because the Lord alone is the 
sanctification, the peace and the union of 
His servants who are being married. The 
priest then gives communion to the bridal 
pair, if they are worthy. Indeed, they must 
be ready to receive Communion, so that 
their crowning be a worthy one and their 
marriage valid. For Holy Communion is 
the perfection of every sacrament and the 
seal of every mystery. And the Church is 
right in preparing the Divine Gifts for the 
redemption and the blessing of the bridal 
pair; for Christ Himself, who has given us 
these Gifts and Who is the Gifts came to 
the marriage (in Cana of Galilee) to bring 
it to peaceful union and control.”6

Communion is a blood covenant (Mat 
26:28) which relates to the covenant of 
personal marriage (John 6:53-56). Just 
as personal marriage gives life so does 
the New Covenant of Christ’s sacrifice. 
This is why we are told to drink the wine 
until the eschatological fulfillment takes 
place when we will drink the new wine in 
the Kingdom of God where all will have a 
divine marriage in Christ which will confirm 
our eternal life (Mat 26:29).

At this stage of life, marriages across the 
Christian spectrum can be ecumenically encour-
aged to bring unity to Christ spiritual and invisible 
church.

“Procreation is lifted up from the 
common to the personal as a creative 
act which prepares for the coming of the 
Kingdom in fullness. Just as we are all 
baptized in the death and resurrection of 
Christ and made into new creatures, shar-
ing in the communion of grace which is the 
Body of Christ, so does a Christian couple 
establish a ‘home church’ foreshadowing 
the eternal Kingdom.”7.

(Continued on page 14)



King Solomon wrote in the Songs of Solomon 
5:2-6, 

“I sleep, but my heart waketh: it is the 
voice of my beloved that knocketh, say-
ing, Open to me, my sister, my love, my 
dove, my undefiled: for my head is filled 
with dew, and my locks with the drops 
of the night. I have put off my coat; how 
shall I put it on? I have washed my feet; 
how shall I defile them? My beloved put 
in his hand by the hole of the door, and 
my bowels were moved for him. I rose 
up to open to my beloved; and my hands 
dropped with myrrh, and my fingers with 
sweet smelling myrrh, upon the handles 
of the lock. I opened to my beloved; but 
my beloved had withdrawn himself, and 
was gone: my Soul failed when he spake: 
I sought him, but I could not find him; I 
called him, but he gave me no answer.”

The Word of GOD also states that there is 
an appointed time to man, Job 7:1 and that the 
end shall be at the time appointed, Daniel 11:27-
35. It further states, no one knows the appointed 
time of the END but the FATHER, “of that day 
and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels which are in heaven, NEITHER the Son, 
but the FATHER” (St. Mark 13:32). So, knowing 
this, don’t you think, it behooves us to get right 
with GOD? Remember, “Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock: if any man hear My Voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me,” (Revelation 3:20).

The Scriptures state in Revelation 2:21 
that GOD gave Jezebel space to repent but 
she repented not. Is our time running out too? 
GOD states in Psalms 103:9, that HE WILL NOT 
always chide: neither will HE keep HIS Anger 
forever. There may come a day when a person 
decides they want to accept Jesus as their Lord 
and Saviour but it may be forever too late.

The Apostle James wrote in James 5:19-
20, “Brethren, if any of you do err from the 
truth, and one convert him; Let him know, that 
he which converteth the sinner from the error 
of his way shall save a soul from death, 
and shall hide a multitude of sins.” While the 
Apostle Paul asked the question like this in 
Romans 2:4, “Or despisest thou the riches of HIS 
Goodness and Forbearance and Longsuffering; 
not knowing that the Goodness of GOD Leadeth 
thee to Repentance?” Also, according to the 
Apostle Paul, “Today is the day for Salvation” (II 
Corinthians 6:2), and in Ephesians 1:7 he states, 
“We have redemption through His Blood, the for-
giveness of sins, according to the riches of His 
grace.” Praise His Holy and Righteous Name!

Good News: Today is still the Day of 
Salvation! So, why don’t you take this opportu-
nity to ask the Heavenly FATHER to forgive you 
of your past sins while HE is still calling you, and 
HE will answer your heart’s cry and Save your 
Soul. Praise His Holy and Righteous Name!

Derwood A. Stewart, Minister
House of Prayer Sabbath Ministries
http://preachersteacher.org 
hope@preachersteacher.org 

Chance Salvation
By Derwood Stewart

Chance Salvation: To Gamble or take a risk or to occur by accident.

If I were to ask the question, “would you 
be willing to wager / bet one penny against win-
ning $1,000.00,” I think most people would say, 
“yes.” Another question I like to ask of those that 
answered in the affirmative is, “will you pay off 
if you bet.” Again, most people would answer, 
“yes.” Then, I would tell them that they have 
already lost. Because I didn’t ask if they would 
pay off if they lost the bet but would they pay off 
if they bet. If a person says they would be willing 
to pay off if they bet, they automatically lose, they 
must pay up then and there.

It is very important to pay attention to the 
meaning and content of words, as words some-
times have different meanings depending on how 
they are used.

In Acts 26:27-29 the Apostle Paul asked, 

“King Agrippa, believest thou the Prophets? 
I know that thou believest. Then Agrippa 
said unto Paul, Almost thou persuad-
est me to be a Christian. And Paul said, 
I would to GOD, that not only thou, but 
also all that hear me this day, were both 
almost, and altogether such as I am, 
except these bonds.”

When it comes to accepting Jesus as Lord 
and Saviour one does not want to gamble that 
they will have a later opportunity to ask GOD to 
forgive them of their sins. King Solomon said, 
“Time and Chance happens to all” (Ecclesiastes 
9:11). But having the opportunity to accept 
Jesus as Lord and Saviour is not a gamble 
one can afford to lose. The Writer of the Book 
of Hebrews wrote, “Of whom we have many 
things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye 
are dull of hearing” (Hebrews 5:11). Does the 
Word of GOD seem too difficult or hard to under-
stand? Have we turned a deaf ear to hearing the 
Word of GOD? Are we taking a passive, ho-hum, 
wishy-washy stance on accepting Jesus as our 

Lord and Saviour? I’m afraid the answer to these 
questions for way too many people is a resound-
ing “yes.”

King David in Psalms 28:5 said, “They 
regard not the works of the LORD, nor the opera-
tion of HIS Hands, HE shall destroy them, and 
not build them up.”

There is an undesirable conclusion for those 
that PUT OFF accepting the offer of Salvation 
too long. And there are those that do not believe 
this; but regardless of what you or I believe, the 
Word of GOD is Truth, and NO lie is any part of 
the Truth, (I John 2:21).

In Acts 24:24-25, we read,

“And after certain days, when Felix came 
with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, 
he sent for Paul, and heard him concern-
ing the Faith in Christ. And as he (Paul) 
reasoned of Righteousness, Temperance, 
and Judgment to come, Felix trembled, 
and answered, Go thy way for this time; 
when I have a convenient season, I will 
call for thee.”

Who a person is affiliated with or is a part of 
will not save them in the day that Jesus comes 
again to receive His own unto Himself, and to 
Judge the ungodly. Every person MUST and 
WILL, stand or fall, on their own merit. The Bible 
states in James 2:19 that the devils also fear and 
tremble. However, fearing and trembling will not 
save a person. Proverbs 8:13 states that, “the 
fear of the LORD is to hate evil.” This is the kind 
of “fear” that GOD wants HIS children to have 
towards HIM. 
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Bible), the Tanakh (the rest of the Old Testament 
books), and the B’rit Hadashah (All the New 
Testament Books). The Old Testament books 
are arranged in a different order than the King 
James Version, but the total number of books 
is the same (although the Tanakh by itself 
combines some of the Old Testament books to 
reduce the count).

The first observation in reading this version 
of the Bible was that Jesus is translated from the 
Hebrew as Yeshua meaning Y-H-V-H saves. Y-
H-V-H is the name of God and was considered 
so sacred that it was never pronounced by the 
Jewish people. Instead, the word ADONAI or a 
form of the word ADONAI is used by the Jews. 
Christ does not appear anywhere as it is from 
the Greek “Cristos” and not in the Hebrew lan-
guage. In the Hebrew, it is translated Messiah or 
Mashiach, meaning anointed one.

One of the things that struck me the strongest 
in my study of this Bible was that the word faith 
in most cases was translated “trust”. In addition, 
I felt the carnal nature of man, our wretchedness 
and our sin, seemed to be clearer in this version 
of the Bible than any other that I have read.

So, in order to get the full impact of how 
Jews view the situation of man, the total impact 
of our sinful nature, our utter hopelessness with-
out God and our inability to do anything for God,  

What Does it Really Mean to Trust in God?
By Katrina Rice

“’When one of them asked the Lord 
when the Kingdom will come, He said: 
When the two things have become one, 
when the external has become inter-
nal, when in the encounter of man and 
woman there will no longer be a man and 
a woman’ The author explains this later 
by saying that a brother, when he see 
his sister, does not think of the feminine 
sex as such and that she, in turn, does 
not think of him as masculine.  In the 
recently discovered Gospel according to 
Thomas, dating from the same period, it 
is said (Logion 114) that the woman who 
acquires the spiritual qualities of a man 
will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
(Logion 22) that the Kingdom is open to 
both sexes when their union is made per-
fect and their respective limitations have 
been overcome.”4

It is easy to ascertain the point Clement is 
advancing in this writing. The purpose of mar-
riage is to prepare God’s subjects for His rule 
when the Kingdom of Heaven arrives to trans-
form the nations of this world into the Kingdom of 
God. The Orthodox stream of theological thinking 
stills follows the old Hebraic model of wearing 
crowns in marriage ceremonies and ordination 
for bishops as was the practice in Asia Minor 
when John wrote the Book of Revelation in which 
a new name was issued (Rev 3:10-12). Here are 
some excerpts from the Service of Crowning:

“Then, taking the crown of the bride-
groom, the priest says: Be exalted like 
Abraham, O Bridegroom, and be blessed 
like Isaac, and multiply like Jacob, walking 
in peace, and keeping God’s command-
ments in righteousness.

Then, taking the crown of the bride, 
he says; And you, O bride: Be exalted like 
Sarah, and exult like Rebecca, and mul-
tiply like Rachel; and rejoice in your hus-
band, fulfilling the conditions of the law, for 
this is well-pleasing to God.”5

The Book of Ephesians uses the mystery 
of marriage and the household codes to bring 
the entire temple edifice together with every 
joint knitted to form a perfect union (Eph 4:10).  

Ancient liturgies such as Marriage and Holy 
Communion according to St. Symeon of 
Thessalonica state:

. . . because the Lord alone is the 
sanctification, the peace and the union of 
His servants who are being married. The 
priest then gives communion to the bridal 
pair, if they are worthy. Indeed, they must 
be ready to receive Communion, so that 
their crowning be a worthy one and their 
marriage valid. For Holy Communion is 
the perfection of every sacrament and the 
seal of every mystery. And the Church is 
right in preparing the Divine Gifts for the 
redemption and the blessing of the bridal 
pair; for Christ Himself, who has given us 
these Gifts and Who is the Gifts came to 
the marriage (in Cana of Galilee) to bring 
it to peaceful union and control.”6

Communion is a blood covenant (Mat 
26:28) which relates to the covenant of 
personal marriage (John 6:53-56). Just 
as personal marriage gives life so does 
the New Covenant of Christ’s sacrifice. 
This is why we are told to drink the wine 
until the eschatological fulfillment takes 
place when we will drink the new wine in 
the Kingdom of God where all will have a 
divine marriage in Christ which will confirm 
our eternal life (Mat 26:29).

At this stage of life, marriages across the 
Christian spectrum can be ecumenically encour-
aged to bring unity to Christ spiritual and invisible 
church.

“Procreation is lifted up from the 
common to the personal as a creative 
act which prepares for the coming of the 
Kingdom in fullness. Just as we are all 
baptized in the death and resurrection of 
Christ and made into new creatures, shar-
ing in the communion of grace which is the 
Body of Christ, so does a Christian couple 
establish a ‘home church’ foreshadowing 
the eternal Kingdom.”7.

(Continued on page 14)
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I am including the entire passage from the 
Jewish Complete Bible, of Romans 3:9-28:

 
9So are we Jews better off? Not entirely; for I 
have already made the charge that all people, 
Jews and Gentiles alike, are controlled by sin. 
10As the Tanakh puts it,

“There is no one righteous, not even 
one! 
No one understands, 
11no one seeks God, 
12all have turned away 
and at the same time become useless; 
there is no one who shows kindness, 
not a single one!

13“Their throats are open graves, 
they use their tongues to deceive. 
Vipers’ venom is under their lips. 
14Their mouths are full of curses and 
bitterness.

15“Their feet rush to shed blood, 
16in their ways are ruin and misery, 
17and the way of shalom (peace, tran-
quility, safety, well-being, welfare, 
health, contentment, success, com-
fort, wholeness and integrity)* they do 
not know.

18“There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.”

19Moreover, we know that whatever the 
Torah says, it says to those living within 
the framework of the Torah, in order that 
every mouth may be stopped and the 
whole world be shown to deserve God’s 
adverse judgment. 20For in his sight no 
one alive will be considered righteous 
on the ground of legalistic observance of 
Torah commands, because what Torah 
really does is show people how sinful they 
are.

21But now, quite apart from Torah, God’s 
way of making people righteous in his 
sight has been made clear — although 
the Torah and the Prophets give their 
witness to it as well—22and it is a righ-
teousness that comes from God, through 
the faithfulness of Yeshua the Messiah, 
to all who continue trusting. For it makes 
no difference whether one is a Jew or a 
Gentile, 23since all have sinned and come 
short of earning God’s praise. 24By God’s 
grace, without earning it, all are granted 
the status of being considered righteous 
before him, through the act redeeming 
us from our enslavement to sin that was 
accomplished by the Messiah Yeshua. 
25God put Yeshua forward as the kap-
parah (atonement, expiation, propitiation; 
more loosely: forgiveness, pardon)* for 
sin through his faithfulness in respect to 
his bloody sacrificial death. This vindi-
cated God’s righteousness; because, in 
his forbearance, he had passed over [with 
neither punishment nor remission] the 
sins people had committed in the past; 
26and it vindicates his righteousness in 
the present age by showing that he is 
righteous himself and is also the one who 
makes people righteous on the ground of 
Yeshua’s faithfulness.

27So what room is left for boasting? None 
at all! What kind of Torah excludes it? One 
that has to do with legalistic observance 
of rules? No, rather, a Torah that has to 
do with trusting. 28Therefore, we hold the 
view that a person comes to be considered 
righteous by God on the ground of trust-
ing, which has nothing to do with legalistic 
observance of Torah commands.

*Definitions added.

This certainly makes it clear that man is 
utterly pathetic, controlled by sin, deserving of 
God’s adverse judgment (death), enslaved to sin, 
and that only through trusting in God can we find 
salvation. When I read the first part of this section 
to a very dear sister in my church, she looked up 
at me and said “so what do we do?”  

For the bridegroom cannot return until the 
bride has made herself ready (Rev 19:7). But 
how did the bride make herself ready? (Esther 
2:12, Rev 3:5)  A little guest book was prepared 
with invitations. (Rev 10:10) Virgins (Rev 14:3) 
were summoned sometimes to be in the choir 
(Rev 5:9) as well as to light the path (Mat 25:1, 
6) to the father’s house (John 14:1-3, Rev 15:2). 
There are the two witnesses who make the pro-
nouncement (Rev 11:3, Rev 14:6). The cup of 
wine and the divine wedding feast (John 2:1-11, 
Rev 14:19, Rev 19:17) are celebrated.

Levirate marriage was still debated in the 
synagogues during Jesus ministry. Hypothetical 
cases were discussed to see which rabbinical 
school between the Scribes and the Pharisees 
would prevail. In Matthew 22, beginning at verse 
23, the Sadducees who believed in no resurrec-
tion confronted Our Lord about Levitical Levirate 
marriage. Oftentimes, rabbinic literature would 
have two husbands in a Levirate situation. The 
ante here is raised to seven husbands for a 
hyperbole effect. The purpose of the question by 
the Sadducees found in verses 24-28 is a rab-
binic entrapment. Jesus responds with the accu-
sative case when he states, “You are mistaken, 
not knowing the Scriptures or the power of God. 
In the resurrection, they neither marry nor are 
given in marriage but are equal to the angels in 
Heaven.” If we unpack this statement in a Levitcal 
context, Our Lord is saying no bridal price will be 
issued as no one will be “given in marriage” but 
will enjoy true equality. In the resurrection, we will 
have resurrected bodies that will be superior to 
this life just as gold is superior to dust (Dan 12:1-
2). The Jewish popular conception was that cities 
would be resurrected (Mat 11:20-24) which was 
extracted from Ezekiel 37:5-13 and we would 
enjoy the resurrected life with our loved ones in 
Paradise, inherit the world to come (I Pet 3:7) 
and rule together with crowns of glory (Rev 5:10, 
20:4-6). J. R. Dummelow has made the following 
observation:

“The Sadducees sought to bring 
Jesus into contempt and ridicule with 
the multitude by asking a Him a question 
which they thought He could not answer. 
. . . Two errors underlay the question: 
(1) That in the resurrection men will rise 
to natural life; (2) that the Law will con-

tinue in force. The skeptical Sadducees 
naturally represented the doctrine of the 
Resurrection in its most ridiculous form.

There is some division of opinion 
among the rabbis as to whether resur-
rection would be to a natural or to a 
supernatural (spiritual) life. A few took the 
spiritual view, e.g. Rabbi Raf is reported 
to have often said, ‘In the world to come 
they shall neither eat, nor drink, or beget 
children, nor trade. There is neither envy 
nor strife, but the just shall sit with crowns 
on their heads, and shall enjoy the splen-
dor of the Divine Majesty.’ But the major-
ity inclined to a materialistic view of the 
resurrection. . . The received doctrine is 
laid down by Rabbi Saadia, who says, ‘As 
the son of the widow of Sarepton, and the 
son of the Shunamite, ate and drank, and 
doubtless married wives, so shall it be in 
the resurrection’: and by Maimonides, who 
says, ‘Men after the resurrection will use 
meat and drink, and will beget children, 
because since the Wise Architect makes 
nothing in vain, it follows of necessity that 
the members of the body are not useless, 
but fulfill their functions.’ The point raised 
by the Sadducees was often debated by 
the Jewish doctors, who decided that ‘a 
woman who married two husbands in this 
world is restored to the first in the next.’”2

The Sadducees often followed Jewish 
Midrashic tradition because they believed the 
resurrection wasn’t necessary and that Adam 
and Eve and many other human companions 
would enjoy marital bliss in the bosom of God’s 
presence forever after their mystical ascent to 
His presence. 3

eastern Christian thought and the 
Covenant of Marriage

Early Christian thought didn’t teach what 
modern Christianity expresses in most com-
mentaries about Matthew 22:30 and the world to 
come. The unity of men and women as sexual 
beings in the Kingdom of God is affirmed in a 
second century homily now called The Second 
Epistle of Clement of Rome.
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I knew she felt convicted in her heart of what a 
hopeless sinner she was. I said “we must trust in 
God’s salvation through Jesus Christ.” I could tell 
she didn’t know what that meant and quite hon-
estly I really wasn’t quite sure I knew either. After 
all, most churches tell us to believe we are saved 
and nothing else is required, and we all know 
there is more to it than that. This doesn’t give us 
license to sin. If we love God, we will continue 
to strive to be obedient to his commands. I have 
never believed in a “once saved, always saved” 
doctrine.

I prayed fervently that night asking God to 
give me understanding on the meaning of fully 
trusting, and God blessed me with a dream that 
will be vivid as day to me for the rest of my life. 
In my dream, I was standing on a small rock 
miles in the air. I have always been afraid of 
heights. There used to be a commercial on TV, 
I believe it was for a credit card, that showed a 
rock climber climbing up the rocks and standing 
on a small rock at the top of a mountain, and I 
found I had to turn channels when that commer-
cial came on as just looking at someone up that 
high was fearful to me. When I saw commercials 
or movies where someone would sit on a beam 
of a building, I would find myself being fidgety 
and uncomfortable just watching. Therefore, you 
can imagine my utter fear in this dream being up 
on that high rock with nothing around me, where 
one step would most certainly make me fall to my 
death. I was so petrified that I couldn’t breath, I 
couldn’t move, I was frozen to the spot. A voice 
came to me and I knew it was the Holy Spirit (in 
the Hebrew the Holy Spirit has a name—Ruach 
Hakodesh). The voice said, “Trust means you 
will take a step.” I thought to myself, how can I 
take a step—I am frozen to this spot and cannot 
move. I am lost as there is nothing within me that 
I can do. Again the voice said “Trust means you 
will take a step.” I realized how much I needed to 
trust in God’s help for deliverance from this situ-
ation as there was nothing I could do for myself. 
I said, “It is not within me to take a step, but you 
Oh Lord, have mercy on your handmaid and 
make my foot move: I know that you can make 
my foot move.” Somehow my foot moved beyond 
the rock, into the air, and the rush that filled me 
was beyond any release or burst of emotion that 
I have ever felt before. In that instant, I was flying 

through the air filled with what I can only describe 
as utter and complete joy that seemed to ooze 
out of every pore of my body, and then I awoke 
with the Holy Spirit completely around me and 
within me and all I could do was cry, pray and 
praise God.

Now I don’t consider myself anything spe-
cial, or why God would give me this dream, for I 
know I am the most chief of sinners; yet, I rejoice 
that God showed me this meaning of fully trust-
ing. In the dream there was no doubt in my mind 
that the Holy Spirit could make my foot move—
this is trust. There was no doubt in my mind that 
the Holy Spirit could keep me from falling once 
my foot left the rock—this is trust. In addition, 
there was no doubt in my mind that there was 
nothing that I could do of my own—no keeping 
God’s commands or trying to be good enough 
was going to deliver me from that rock.** It made 
me remember Jesus’ parable about how the one 
that is forgiven much, will love even more. I know 
that I cling to Jesus because I know what a sinner  
I am. Because of this, I can say my redeemer 
lives and that he blesses those who truly trust in 
him, that he will come again to take us to ever be 
with him—What a glorious day that will be!

My brothers and sisters in Christ, trust in 
the Lord—Fully trust, for there is no other way 
and to think there is would be trying to justify or 
deceive yourself and ultimately set yourself up for 
failure, loss and a false sense of security where 
there is really no security at all. For trusting in 
the law and legal observances will only lead to 
frustration and the knowledge that we are lost 
and hopeless, but trusting in God’s promises will 
lead to redemption, salvation and eternal life. We 
have to take the step by realizing that the only 
way to take that step is to trust.

Trust that our Savior will make our foot move; 
this is what truly, fully trusting means to me.

Katrina resides in Hiawatha, Kansas, and enjoys 
writing Christian articles in her spare time. She has a 
Master’s Degree in Business Administration, as well as 
teaching College Business courses, and she is a Federal 
Auditor. Katrina has two grown children, Adam and 
Charity, who also reside in Kansas.

(continued on the next page)

The sacrament of marriage in the western 
church has not been connected with coronation 
as it has in eastern tradition. The concept of a 
royal wedding that mirrors a coronation of a king 
and queen is almost alien in our western train of 
thought.

In the ancient world, human bodies were 
often viewed as being evil. The exception of this 
general rule was in the Semitic mindset in which 
Judaism grew. Creation was good because God 
was good. So, the activity of human copula-
tion and procreation was seen as exceedingly 
good because God’s image in man was indeed 
reproduced. However, in the ascetic mindset this 
indeed was not the case. Classical theism would 
demand that God was “other” and the depravity 
of man which resulted from sin would make our 
bodily activities problematic. In the west, God 
Himself would even begin to lose some of his 
Image to maintain His status as “other”. This ulti-
mately would give rise to dualistic thought which 
would suggest only the spiritual makeup of man 
could be saving by a cosmic redeemer while 
man was allowed to suffer in a depraved, sin-
ful condition. It is certainly true, man was driven 
from Eden by a covenantal curse which was the 
curse of the ground (Gen 3:14-19) but that was 
part of God’s initial plan for ultimate exultation 
writes Alonzo L. Gaskill. The way down mean-
ing the Fall was the way Up meaning Exultation.  
1 (emphasis added). And the vehicle which 
would accomplish this would be the covenant 
of marriage where the complete image of Adam 
(adama- taken from the ground) which began 
as male and female (Gen 1:26) would be joined 
back together, not to remain separated (badad 
– set apart) as one flesh so the YHWH image 
in man (tselem –image and demuth - likeness) 
would be complete. The woman’s role as the per-
fect, suitable companion (eser – helper, qeneg-
doh – suitable for him) would serve as the Eve to 
promote this completeness as well as her status 
as the crown of Creation.

Marriage as a royal KingdoM

The subject of coronation is also foreign to 
our Occidental way of thinking. In the Oriental 
and Near Eastern culture, kingship was viewed 
as a divine right, thus, resulting in divine mar-
riage. Even God’s bloodline representing deity’s 
nature was in the noble birth of ancient kings and 
gave them the right to rule without question and 
with edicts that could not be rescinded. In this cul-
tural milieu, royal marriages were generally kept 
within the royal families and the aristocracies of 
their own and other nations. Ancient Israel hoped 
for the day when YHWH would come back and 
“marry” the people of Israel and fulfill the royal 
wedding promises from the Feast of Tabernacles 
(Ps. 2-10). The same purpose for His Divine 
Kingship also applied to the divine aspect of 
marriage (2 Chron 6:41). “Let thy priests, O Lord, 
be clothed with salvation and let thy godly ones 
rejoice in what is good”.

In a royal marriage ceremony the man and 
woman wore crowns upon their heads because 
they were royal citizens of Israel and their mar-
riage symbolized the future kingship reign of 
YHWH that they looked for in the world to come 
where the couple would be co-rulers with YHWH 
(Ps. 128). This Psalm of Ascent would be ulti-
mately fulfilled when peace would be established 
in Israel and when the citizens of Israel would 
see their children’s children be blessed.

the state of Marriage at the tiMe of 
Jesus

The divine purpose of marriage had been 
all but lost by time of Jesus’s ministry. There 
were various types of marriage which were not 
a part of the Edenic Covenant established by 
God. Women were bought with a redeemable 
bridal price and for a second marriage could 
even be purchased from a slave block and be 
taken into marriage as a slave or household ser-
vant. Jesus constantly reminded His disciples of 
what that divine purpose once was (Mat 19:3-6).  
This divine union was to be between a virgin and 
the bridegroom (Mat 25:1). 

The Eternal Aspects of Marriage
By Tom Roberts, BTh, ThM, MDiv, PhD, DD

Order of St John the Evangelist
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**EDITORIAL COMMENT:

 I know exactly why this can be said 
and correctly so! But for those that may 
misunderstand or may be confused; there is 
another way of saying it that might make it 
clearer. “One does not keep (observe, obey) 
the Commandments of God to be saved; we 
keep the Commandments of God because 
we are saved through the righteousness of 
our Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 5:17-20). To live 
in God’s will IS to have His moral compass 
for life; in fact, it IS stepping off the rock by 
fully trusting in God—to live life abundantly 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. I too, 
have seen and felt the same experiences as 
Sis. Rice. Thank you!

 Acting Editor: Manny Molinar

Photo to the right: http://www.publicdomainpictures.
net/view-image.php?image=92574&picture=black-and-
white-half-dome

opportunity is given to us than to comfort them with the same comfort which is given unto us. 
The Holy Spirit empowers us to lead people to the river Jordan and to transition them from this 
like-life to the Kingdom of Eternal-Life.

Trusting God! Why is it so hard to believe in God’s Almighty Power? Especially when it 
comes to money! God says we most walk in faith, trusting Him, and not by sight. Everybody 
knows the enormity of the work that needs to be done, individually, in churches serving the 
community, and as an organization. It cannot be done without finances! God challenges us in 
Malachi 3:10 “And try Me now on this (tithes and offerings), If I will not open for you  the 
windows of heaven and pour out for you SUCH BLESSING that there will not be room 
enough to receive it.” How many times do we hear people say; “But we don’t have the money 
in the Bank account.” It’s because we also don’t have “a trust in God” in our spiritual Faith 
account! God provides when we trust him! Walk by Faith! Honor Him and sit back and watch 
Him work His mighty Works.

The state of our equipment in the Publishing House, telephones, computers, computer 
systems, upgrades, etc., especially all our printing capabilities are like Model T’s, maxed out; 
and maintenance and servicing of old equipment becomes costly as replacement materials 
are becoming rare. There is only one Company in our area that still makes film exclusively 
for our old printing system. No one else uses it anymore! If it becomes an issue with them 
of saying; “Is it cost effective for us?” They have the right to drop us; which means “stop the 
presses” and publishing stops and jobs could be lost. God wants to partner with you in giving 
you the ability to share your blessings with the rest of the Body of Christ. “God loves a cheer-
ful giver” Why haven’t we heard of this situation before now, you may ask? Asking is not as 
easy as some would think. Some do not know how to humble themselves before the People of 
God. Especially when you see it from the other side of the coin; “It is better to give than to 
receive”. From that perspective, we, as an organization must ask ourselves the same question; 
“What kind of service can we give to better equip the Saints?” And the answer to that question 
is; “there should be a return in your investment to God’s Work.” We admit, whole heartedly, that 
we have not done as good as we should! For that we ask for your forgiveness! The new vision 
is clear, but we ask for you to partner with us! The “State of the General Council” is poor and 
the evil one wants to shut it down. Paris, France came together, arm in arm with other World 
Leaders, as a message; “we stand together” “you will not detour us”; as New York City 911, 
as Boston Strong. “THIS, TOO, SHALL PASS!” Who is the Guardian of the City? My God is 
an awesome God! “If God is with us; who can be against us?” So, I come boldly to the 
throne of your Grace, where I know I can find the same Grace and mercy as Christ gave to all. 
Reorganizing is not easy! Help us to serve you better!

So, I have stated “Where we are” as an organization, as honest and transparent as I can. 
If there’s one thing that people know about me, I shoot straight and tell it like it is. There’s more 
to it, but it would take many more pages to do so, and I will have to defer it for another point in 
time. Either through future editorials or in article form we will address the next two questions; 
“Who are We?” and “Why are We?”

Thank you ahead of time for service! And may; “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the Love of God, and communion of the HOLY Spirit be with you all. Amen:

Manny Molinar, GENERAL COUNCIL Operations Manager

The Lord’s 
Supper Service 
will be Friday, 
April 3, 2015 

after sundown.
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Editorial
By Manny Molinar

“Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it;
Unless the Lord guards the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”

Psalm 127:1

As my first Editorial (ever) in this January/February issue, in conjunction with the start of a 
new year 2015, I’m the newest employee for the General Council here in the Meridian, Idaho 
offices. These are just a few of many firsts to come. Stay tuned!

It starts with CONFESSION: At Camp Meeting here last summer of 2014, our theme 
was “Restoration – Past – Present – Future”, and that restoration has begun. God be praised! 
To address the “Past”, and if you read my report in our last issue, “Ministerial Council” we 
pledged to “Reboot”, or “To start over – refresh – anew”, with the idea of forgetting the past; 
past hurts, past failures, and even all the things undone. To look at our “Present” condition: 
where we are; who we are, why we are, and to recognize where we have dropped the ball and 
our neglect in accomplishing the “The Great Commission.” Now, the “Future” stands before 
us! We know now from past experiences that if God is not “The Builder” in our lives, there is 
nothing any mortal man can do but fail. And, we also know that we can learn from these experi-
ences. We do not want our labor to be in vain. I John 1:9 says that when we confess our sins 
to the Lord, He is faithful to forgive us; in James 5:16 it says that when we confess our faults 
one to another and adds an appropriate response, to pray for one another, the healing begins. 
We do need your prayers. A Goliath, a difficult task stands before us. The question remains; 
who will stand and be the Champion for warfare against principalities and powers? “Though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for you are with me”: 
Who? “The Lord is my Shepard, I shalt not want?” So, rebuilding, though a big challenge, 
begins by challenging our own thinking, attitudes and how much we love the work of God.

There are many issues that need to be recalibrated in our organization. ACTS magazine 
has a mission; and we need to better our communication of the Word of God through the print-
ing presses. The following are some of the ways all of us can do it:

Our faith in God! Philippians 4:13 says that we CAN do ALL things through Christ who 
strengthens us! Colossians 3:17 says; “And whatever you do in WORD or DEED, do all in 
the Name of the Lord Jesus…”  If God has touched you in any way, you have a story of love 
to tell. God is good all the time; He promises to be with us all the time and not leave us alone 
to fight the battles of life.

The Holy Spirit! Yielding, listening, following the Power of the Holy Spirit. Preacher, how 
many times have you asked yourself and prompted by the Holy Spirit; that “This message 
needs to be heard throughout the World, and not just my local congregation?” Send us your 
best Sermons in written form that touches lives “where the rubber meets the road”, real life situ-
ations. With World events as seen today, people are seeking answers; lost in the desert of life, 
this maze of living in hard times, confused, which are looking for direction. As Christians we 
were given the Comforter to guide us through this desert of life when we came out of Egypt, 
worldly living, to be God’s messengers, who know who holds our hand, that we do have in the 
future Hope through the redemptive Blood of Christ. When people live in fear, no greater  

The Eternal Aspects of Marriage
(Continued from Page 7)

What is Missing in the West

Many Christians in the west who hold an 
ethereal hermeneutic for biblical eschatology 
because they believe God is so transcendent 
that no earthly and biblical realism can be used 
to interpret the biblical text. This hermeneutic has 
led most of Christ’s Universal Church to miss the 
Hebraic realism that the biblical data advances.  
Biblical realism is not always literal and does use 
many literary devices, to relay a deeper truth can 
only be nuanced through word links and con-
cepts that teach us about Salvation History and 
how God brings to pass Torah Christ Salvation 
Story. Biblical realism leads us to spiritual real-
ism so we can prepare to go up to Zion to meet 
the Lord in our final enthronement. Therefore, 
the love we share from the divine realm with our 
loved ones will only become more divine as God 
reproduces Himself in His Creation. King David 
stated it this way in Psalm 17 vs 15, “As for me,  
I shall behold Thy face in righteousness, I will 
be satisfied with Thy likeness when I awake.”  
When all awake in the resurrection to eternal life, 
the Wisdom literature teaches every good thing 
comes from Sophia (Lady Wisdom) (Prov 8:32-
35). The Apostle Paul stated God will share with 
us all that He has. We all look for a day when 
there will be nothing to prevent the unity of indi-
viduals as well as the unity of all Creation so that  
 

the ultimate mystery and divine purpose of  
marriage will come to pass (I Cor 15:24-28).

“Set me like a seal on your heart, like 
a seal on your arm. For love is strong as 
Death, passion as relentless as Sheol. 
The flash of it is a flash of fire, a flame 
of Yahweh himself. Love no flood can 
quench, no torrents drown. Were a man to 
offer all his family wealth to buy love, con-
tempt is all that he would gain” (Epilogue, 
Song of Solomon).
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Greetings to all Ladies of Faith!

The world around us seems to have shrunk even smaller and our values as Christians are 
questioned more and more. The Lord calls every one of us to show compassion, warmth and 
love to all those we come in contact with and opportunities are all around us. I see people daily 
that I want to give a message of Jesus’ Love to and find that I am becoming bolder to speak 
up. I am always surprised at how welcome they seem to be to have someone speak to them 
of the hope and love available. Each of us can be a ray of hope to someone , we only need 
to be bold and speak up and have faith the Lord will give us the words. We are to count these 
opportunities as blessings (James 1:2-6). And we can ask anything, only we must ask in faith 
(James 1:6). So have faith, and increase your faith by working for the Lord. We are called to 
be doers of the word and not hearers only (James 1:22).

Now that the New Year has started, have you started your project for the DOK booth? 
The monies we raise help support the Camp and every cent is well used!! Even the widow’s 
mite will be welcomed. Get together with some friends and do a project together or work on 
it alone. If anyone has an idea or two, please let me know and maybe we can include them. 
Ideas for any season or occasion!! Some of the younger ladies of the group have requested a 
craft time and I have developed some ideas and am very excited to share them!!

I pray you will have taken the opportunity to join the Daughters of the King (DOK), only 
$10 a year, and support the Camp Meeting in Meridian. If you would like to join now, send 
your check to Marilyn Sheldahl (marilynsheldal@hotmail.com).

See you at camp, June 29th to July 4th, 2015!!

Becky Lincoln, President DOK
bblincoln@ywave.com
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