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From the President

The theme for the 2012 General Council Campmeeting will be “Open Our Eyes” based 
upon the verses found in II Kings 6:16-17.  Elisha is issuing orders to a young man who truly 
does not understand the power of the Lord. The prophet continues to expound upon this power 
and illustrates it by asking the Lord to remove the blindness from the man’s eyes.  When the 
blindness ends, the young man sees the power of the Lord in a dramatic fashion and sees that 
his own blinders kept him from seeing the full picture.

In the world today, the lack of faith in the power of the Lord continues to be a real  
problem with both Christians and the world.  When things seem to go wrong in our lives, we 
blame God for not being able or willing to overcome those issues.  Just like the young man 
demonstrated to Elisha, we are wearing blinders, masks, sunglasses, etc. that block our vision 
and blinds us from seeing the power of the Lord and all that He can do for us if we would just 
open our eyes and see His power and majesty.

“Open Our Eyes” is a message for today, and I believe that there are many messages 
contained in that one thought.  Please come join us as we search for the truth in this theme 
and ask God to remove the blinders and give us the opportunity to grow in our faith and under-
standing of the power and awe-inspiring majesty and greatness of the Lord.  Let us take Him 
out of the box that we have put Him in that limits that power and leaves us to believe that we 
have to solve all our problems on our own.  We, of our own power, can accomplish little, but 
through the help of the Lord and the Holy Spirit, we can accomplish anything.

Come to campmeeting this year willing to do your part to remove the blinders and  
asking God to open our eyes to see the world in a new light.  Through the eyes of the Holy 
Spirit, the young man saw the awesome protection the Lord was able to provide for their  
safety.  What might God do if we let Him control our lives, control our senses, and encourage 
us to step out in faith knowing that He is with us.  See you all in July.

Tom Kendrick,
President, General CounCil ChurChes of God (Seventh Day), Inc.
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Living by Faith: What does that really 
mean? It states in Romans 10:17 that faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of 
God. In St. John 1:1 we read, “in the beginning 
was the Word and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.” Further down in verse 14 it 
states in part that the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelled among us.

Let me say this before we continue: 
Jesus is the Word of God; Jesus is the Word 
made flesh; Jesus is the Faith. If we have Jesus, 
we have the Word and the Faith. If we don’t have 
Jesus, we are lost and know nothing at all.

Faith is believing, true enough.  However, 
believing in and of itself is not enough. We find 
in James 2:19b that, “…the devils also believe, 
and tremble.” I think everyone would agree that 
the devils have no chance to receive salvation 
or to ever enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Therefore, as stated in James 2:20, “…that faith 
without works is dead.” Like love, faith is an 
action word.

The Scriptures declare in Romans 1:17, 
“For therein is the righteousness of God revealed 
from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall 
live by faith.” I think the phrase; “from faith to 
faith” can also be equated to what the Apostle 
Paul said in Romans 3:18 that we are to be 
changed into His image, from Glory to Glory,  
it states in I John 3:2 that, “…when He (Jesus) 
shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall 
see Him as He is.” Therefore, we are changed 
from Glory to Glory or Faith to Faith. Praise His 
Holy Name!

The Scriptures state in Romans 14:23, 
“And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, 
because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever 
is not of faith is sin.” Thus, we can conclude that 
the person that does not base their eating habits 
on what the word of God says is right, that per-
son is damned. This is a scary thought. However, 

let’s consider what John states in the book of 
Revelation 21:8: 

“But the fearful, and unbeliev-
ing, and the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and  
idolaters, and ALL liars, shall have their 
part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone: which is the second death.”

In Deuteronomy 14:3 we read, “Thou 
shalt not eat any abominable thing.” As you can 
see, the abominable person is equated right 
along with the murderers, whoremongers, and 
liars and that they are bound for Hell not God’s 
Heavenly Kingdom. Thus, it behooves us to take 
note and keep the faith, God’s Holy Word.

I like what the Prophet Habakkuk said in 
Habakkuk 2:4, “Behold, his soul which is lifted up 
is not upright in him: but the JUST shall live by 
his Faith” (or perhaps that should be, His Faith or 
the Word of God).

Hebrews 11:6 states,

“Without faith (or without the 
Word of God) it is impossible to please 
Him: for he that cometh to God MUST 
believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek 
Him.” 

Praise His Holy Name!  The Word of God 
is the Rock on which we are to build our house, 
our “way of living”. We read in St. Matthew 7:24, 
“Therefore, whosoever heareth these sayings 
of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a 
wise man which built his house upon a rock.” As 
one song says, “Jesus is the Rock in a weary 
land.” We further find in St. Matthew 21:44 that, 
“Whosoever shall fall on this stone (Rock/Jesus) 
shall be broken (their life shall be changed into 
His life): but on whosoever it shall fall, it will grind 
him to powder (that soul shall be destroyed).”

Living by Faith
By Derwood Stewart
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In II Corinthians 5:7 we read, “For we 
walk by faith, not by sight.” Jesus said, as 
recorded in St. John 13:15, “For I have given you 
an example, that you should do as I have done 
to you.” I personally do not think this statement 
of Jesus applies only to foot-washing, but to the 
very nature of how He lived.

Jesus said in part, as recorded in  
St. John 8:28b, “I do nothing of myself; but as 
my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.”  
We, too, need to follow the example of Jesus, 
to speak and do the things the Heavenly Father 
tells us in His Holy Word, the Bible.

We, as children of the Most High God, 
MUST overcome the world or ways of sin 
(Satan). The Bible in James 4:7 says, “Submit 
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,  
and he will flee from you.” Jesus gave us an 
example of how we are to resist the devil in  
St. Luke 4:1-13. He (Jesus) referred to the writ-
ten word and said, “It is written;” We too MUST 
use the word of God to resist the devil. We can-
not use the word of God if we do not know what 
the word of God says. Therefore, it behooves 
us to read the Bible from Genesis 1:1 through 
Revelation 22:21, and when we finish reading it, 
read it again and again.

King Solomon states in Proverbs 4:20-
22, “My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear 
unto my sayings.” This Scripture ends by saying, 
“For they (the Word of God) are life unto those 
that find them, and health to all their flesh.”

In Psalms 119:130 King David states, 
“The entrance (or depositing) of thy words giveth 
light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.”  
I like to sometimes use this example to reflect 
this scripture in Psalms: “Could you write me  
a check for $10,000.00 and it be good?” Most 
folks say that they can’t. I then ask them, “Why 
not?” Usually, their answer is that they don’t have 
that much money in their checking account. I 
then respond by telling them the reason they 
don’t have enough money in their account is 
because no one has made enough deposits to 
cover the amount requested. This too is a gen-
eral problem for many Christians (born-again 
believers/saints); they do not have enough of the 

Word of God in them to sustain them in times 
of need. Nor are they sufficiently exercised in 
the Holy Spirit to give them the power or faith 
needed in situations that arise.

We read in Jude 1:20, “But ye, beloved, 
building up yourselves on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost.” If without faith it is 
impossible to please God, shouldn’t we want 
to build up our Most Holy Faith? Jesus said in  
St. Luke 17:6, 

“If ye had faith as a grain of  
mustard seed, ye might say unto this 
sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the 
root, and be thou planted in the sea; and  
it should obey you.” 

We need the faith that moves mountains!

The faith is in the seed (Jesus) the Word 
of God. Everything that the mustard tree (plant) 
will ever be is in the seed. Likewise, everything 
that we as believers / saints will ever be is in 
Jesus. Praise His Holy Name!

As it is written in Jude 1:3, 

“…that ye should earnestly  
contend for the faith which was once  
delivered unto the saints.”

In Philippians 1:27, we are admonished 
by the Apostle Paul that we should with one 
mind strive together for the faith of the Gospel.  
It sounds to me, if we want to have the faith  
mentioned in Romans 12:3, and Hebrews 11:1. 
We must put forth much effort to obtain this  
like-minded faith and that we might overcome the 
power of the enemy.
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In Revelation 12:11 it states, “And they 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of their testimony.” Therefore, as it is 
written in James 4:7, we also need to, “Submit 
yourselves (ourselves) therefore to God.  Resist 
the devil (use the word of God), and he will flee 
from you.”

In St. Matthew 10:22 we read in 
part, “…but he that endureth to the end shall  
be saved.” Praise His Holy Name! I think it is very 
important that EVERY believer (saint) should 
order his life in such a way that he ALWAYS 
has the time needed to read God’s Holy Word.  
(Note: Believers are referred to as saints more 
often than as Christians.)

God’s Word is the DAILY dose of vita-
mins and medicine needed in order to live a pro-
ductive life. We also need to pray (communicate) 
often for the Lord’s favor and guidance in order 
to live an acceptable life unto the Lord. One of 
the biggest problems in the world today is a lack 
of effective communication. So, let’s learn to  
communicate effectively by reading and studying 
the Bible, God’s Holy written word.

Believe the word of God; it’s the only 
thing on which we can count. The way one  
verifies that he believes the word of God is the 
way he lives. Therefore, let the love of the truth 
live and abide in you to the Glory of the Lord. 
Praise His Holy Name!

Derwood A. Stewart, Minister
House of Prayer Sabbath Ministries
http://preachersteacher.org

 Flower Seeds photo: <a href=”http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?im
age=11585&picture=flower-seeds-pattern”>Flower Seeds Pattern</a> by Petr Kratochvil

 Spices photo: <a href=”http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image=58
12&picture=spices”>Spices</a> by Jiøí Dokoupil

This is free for you and a great way to give a little help to 
the General CounCil!

Every time you search the Web using Goodsearch, money is donated 
to the General CounCil. And, if you make a purchase through the 

websites merchants, a percentage of that cost is also donated to the  
General CounCil. 

 
To help... you can go to:

Goodsearch Search Engine and Goodshop

at

www.goodsearch.com 
then select us,

Under: General Council of the Church of God Seventh Day (Meridian)
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God always has a message for His 
people at any point in time. And in every gen-
eration God will always raise voice(s) of men 
to convey His messages to mankind, commu-
nities, nations, etc., because He will not come 
down from heaven to relate these messages. 
He, however, uses human vessels, angels in 
time of old, for this mission. These messages 
could be sweet or sour to the ears of the hear-
ers. As servants of God, we could be asked 
to deliver messages to people from time to 
time. When the message contains elements of 
good news, we would be happy to do it. But 
there are some messages that are difficult to  
communicate. When God is bringing judgment 
on someone (a family, a community, a nation 
etc.), the messenger may not find it easy to 
communicate it. Sometimes, we may have  
to pray hard or trust God for wisdom before 
delivering God’s message to prominent or  
influencial people. Some believers are still hoard-
ing messages meant for people. This is where 
God’s servant(s), the Missouri Watchman family, 
makes the difference. God has raised them as 
a Voice for our generation. That’s why they sent 
their brother, a man who preaches and teaches 
God’s word without fear or favour. He gives it 
raw without minding whether he’ll be stoned or 
hanged in Nigeria, Africa. Honestly, I called this 
man an apostle, because I strongly believe and 
I have the signal in my spirit that he is really 
sent by God to enlighten the eyes/minds of our 
understanding. “The entrance of thy words giveth 
light; it giveth understanding unto the simple” 
(Psalm 119:130). About whom am I talking? He 
is no other person than God’s vessel, whom He 
has called to bulldoze a path using His words to 
break and level the stony ways of the people to 
whom he ministers and uprooting the thorns on 
the ground for a smooth walk with the Lord. He 
is Elder Kenneth Walker, the man with the knowl-
edge of God’s word.

 One characteristic of a bona fide  
servant of God is the ability to deliver God’s  
message—whether good or bad—at the right 
time. Sometimes messages are colored, dis-
figured, or manipulated in such a way that by 
the time they get to the receiver, the messages 
have changed their original form. In this case, 
Elder Kenneth is not so. He is a true and humble  
servant of God who, despite his health condi-
tions, left his country, the U.S.A., to go to Nigeria, 
Africa for the second time and explore in the 
work of God, in wisdom and power. No wonder 
that during the minister’s seminar in Aba, Abia 
State Nigeria, one white robe priest tactically 
and proudly asked him this question: “Is the 10 
Commandments more superior to that of the 595 
laws of Moses? Does it mean that the laws of 
Moses are no longer relevant, are they useless or 
invalid to us now?” Oh, thanks be to God that His 
spirit of wisdom is in the life of His son, Kenneth 
Walker, who politely answered these questions 
and cleared the air! The priest and other people 
marveled at such wise answers and at such 
a polite man, and they nodded their heads in 
agreement! Waaoooh, as a humble servant of 
God, Elder Kenneth is a channel of true light. His 
business was not to tamper with the message 
that God has given to him, but he allowed it to 
pass through him, like a radio transmitter. It’s a 
pity that most ministers/teachers of the gospel 
don’t disseminate heavenly messages today!

Still, when God sent Jonah to deliver a 
message on God’s impending judgment on the 
people of Nineveh, he refused. He chose to flee 
because he had turned himself into a judge, 
believing he could decide whether to deliver the 
message or not. Although, he preferred seeing 
God’s judgment on Nineveh, he however, had no 
right to hoard that information. Consequently, the 
hoarding of God’s message brought untold hard-
ship to Jonah and those with him on the ship, but 

Nigeria Mission Report
By John Okoro

Hoarding Messages
“How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?” Romans 10:14.
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because Elder Kenneth Walker of the Missouri 
Watchman Ministries, U.S.A., and his brothers, 
Lloyd and Frank, and all their sponsors didn’t 
hoard God’s salvation message, it will bring lots 
of God’s blessings to them and to those that will 
take after them in Jesus’ name, Amen. Elder 
Kenneth Walker and his brothers of the Missouri 
Watchman Ministries, don’t hoard, tamper,  
pamper, pet or paint, God’s salvation message; 
they give it undiluted, on tracts, texts, radio, 
or open air preaching. What amazed me most 
was the boldness and utterance found in Elder 
Kenneth Walker for Christ.

Victorious Ministries Inc., a Sunday 
Pentecostal church, was revealing mysteries 
on prophecy and the Holy Spirit. The mes 
sages brought questions among the congrega-
tion: “Why are we still worshipping on Sunday 
instead of the right day, Saturday, Sabbath?” 
This is Sister Rose Onuoha’s church, which I and 
my dad have been laboring on. We are hoping 
that they will change soon. Therefore, let’s not 
hoard the salvation message from those about to 
perish to avoid a lot of trouble. As the Scripture 
says in the book of Isaiah 61:1-3: “The spirit of 
God is upon me, because the Lord had anointed 
me to preach good tiding unto the meek…” 
This was demonstrated in the life of Elder Ken 
Walker, who will always say: “I feel very strong 
and younger, whenever I come over to Africa 
for this purpose of teaching God’s words. I am 
humble to be here, you are a blessing to me!”

During the ministers’ seminars at Orlu 
during November 2011, Elder Kenneth Walker 
taught on Prophecy, the Tabernacle Plan of 
Salvation, and Law on the Tree. The unc-
tion he had on these days was much. People 
were convinced, even the white robe brethren 
and the Sunday worship ministers. They asked 
questions on atonement, grace etc., and the 
Sunday ministers needed our association and 
they inquired more on Sabbath-keeping. This 
took place at Pastor Samuel Nwaka’s church, 
Our Lord’s Sabbath Mission (Atta, Imo State, 
Nigeria). As Elder Kenneth Walker stormed the 
Lifeway Ministerial Organization in Enugu with 
teachings on Prophecy, Holy Spirit, Beast, Law, 
Grace, and Law on the Tree, the members and 
the president of the organization and general 
superintendent of Bread of Life Pentecostal Bible 
Church were fully convinced. Pastor Simeon 

Aniede even came with one of his deacons to 
the hotel room where Elder Walker was lodged in 
order to learn more. Questions were asked which 
were answered by Elder Kenneth and Ambrose 
Okoro. This is one of the organizations that I’ve 
been battling with about the truth.

To close, this is for all who may read 
this article/report: Has God sent you to deliver a 
message to your enemies? He has a purpose for 
it. Obey Him today. Refusal to deliver heavenly 
messages to those whom we are sent has robbed 
many Christians of their blessings. God has sent 
you with the salvation message to every sinner 
around you and to other parts of the world. How 
many of them have heard that message from 
you? Do you distort or water down the message 
when delivering it? Deliver the message raw like 
the Missouri Watchman Ministries, U.S.A..

And finally, I won’t fail to remember 
Pastor Sonny Faust. Such is also Pastor Sonny 
W. Faust, a man of faith who had visited us in 
Nigeria as a missionary three times, without fear 
of being kidnapped, but he will always go on 
preaching the word. Even when we are afraid 
of going to some bad areas in Nigeria, he will 
ask and say: “Don’t you have faith? The God 
we serve is able to save and deliver me and 
nothing will happen to me. Let’s go.” I perceived 
he was saying that in the conviction of his Igbo 
name, Chibuikem, meaning God is my strength, 
which runs in his bloodstream. Pastor Sonny, 
we missed you this trip we are praying for you. 
You will not die until you fulfill your mission on 
earth. Your numerous works and encourage-
ments to us here in Nigeria are ever fresh in our 
memories. And to you, Elder Lloyd Walker and 
your sponsors, may God continue to be with you, 
bless, keep, provide, protect, and heal you, for all 
your efforts in the ministry in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
Hope to see you all in His Kingdom.

Yours in Christ,

Evangelist, John Okoro (Enugu-Nigeria)
John Okoro is a young man about the age of 30. He has gradu-
ated from College in Nigeria as a Medical Technician. John is 
a good trumpet player and uses his trumpet for evangelistic 
crusades and to open doors into churches of all denominations. 
John is an evangelist and a fighter for the Gospel and God’s 
Commandments wherever he goes with his Bible and his trum-
pet. John has his home base in Aba with his father Ambrose 
Okoro and he attends the church started there by Ambrose. 
John is always ready to give you an answer and an explanation 
of the hope that is in him as 1 Peter 3:15 tells us to do.
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Nigeria Mission Update, by Elder Ken Walker:

 A little more than one month after I returned to the United States, Ambrose Okoro, John’s 
father, e-mailed me to give an update on our recent Mission to Nigeria. After our ministerial seminars 
in Aba, there have been 16 different ministers that have stepped forward and come to Ambrose’s 
office wanting more information and training on what was presented in the seminars. What a  
blessing this is! Many of these ministers are Sunday-keeping brethren and others are called  
“white robe brethren”. The white robe brethren are still doing animal sacrifices.

 To all of our beloved Brethren in Christ in the Council: This is positive proof that there is real 
power in the true word of God concerning the Commandments and Salvation! It also tells us beyond 
a shadow of a doubt that God is just waiting to bless us. First we have to put off petty differences 
and preach the absolute truth of the Commandments and Salvation with a loud and powerful voice. 
When we preach and teach the Commandments, we must include the necessity of obedience to the 
Sabbath Commandment. When we do that, then I believe that God will shower us with His blessings. 
I have seen and felt these wonderful blessings. I hope to see you at campmeeting.

2011 Campmeeting Media
Available on CD $5.00 and DVD - $12.00

 Sermons: The Strategy of Your Prayer Life  By Paul Woods
   If My people... (YOU Are My People)  By Monico Muffley
   Heal Our Land  By Allard Smith
   Sin  By Rodney Boone
   God Hears  By Russ McCrea
   Lord Heal Our Land and Don’t Forget Our Hearts 
   By Sonny Faust
   A Heart for God  By Greg Lincoln
   A Time for Judges  By Mike Ahlborn
   Who Are We?  By Ken Walker
   The Gospel, The Church, and You  By Larry Childers
   Can We Be Healed?  By Tom Kendrick

 Seminars:  Available on CD only - $5.00
   Humble Yourselves, By Eddie Moreno
   Be Humble by Taking Responsibility, By Jeremy Slawson
   The Rich Life, By Sonny Faust
   Priests & Kings, By Shawn McCool
   Three Unclean Spirits, By Ken Walker
   Sabbath with Attitude, By June Narber

 Picture DVD: All the 2011 Campmeeting Pictures - $12.00



Regarding	Marriage
By	TCM

“For	this	cause	shall	a	man	leave	father	and	mother,	and	shall	cleave	to	his	wife:	and	they	
twain	shall	be	one	flesh.	Wherefore	they	are	no	more	twain,	but	one	flesh.	What	therefore	God	

hath	joined	together,	let	not	man	put	asunder”	(Genesis	2:24;	Matthew	19:5-6).

We	observed	our	64th	wedding	anniversary	on	July	14,	2010.

Looking Back or Looking Forward
	 Sometimes	 we	 look	 back	 and	 wonder	 if	
we	 should	 have	 done	 things	 differently.	 Perhaps	
we	married	too	young	and	lacked	experience	and		
wisdom.	Or	maybe	we	waited	too	long	and	found	
it	more	difficult	 to	adjust	our	 life	 in	harmony	with	
another.	 Did	 we	 choose	 the	 wrong	 time	 of	 year	
or	place	for	the	ceremony?	Was	the	bride	dressed	
immodestly,	 or	 was	 too	 much	 money	 invested	 in	
the	wedding	that	would	have	been	better	used	for	
needed	things?	The	only	reason	to	look	back	is	to	
learn	 from	 our	 mistakes	 and	 encourage	 others	 to	
avoid	making	the	same	ones.	It	is	now	time	to	look	
forward	and	plan	for	the	future.

Marriage is a Dance
	 What	 does	 a	 nice	 girl	 like	 you	 know	
about	dancing?	I	did	take	a	class	in	dancing	while	
attending	college.	The	waltz	 is	one	of	 the	 favorite		
standard	 dances	 of	 all	 time.	 One	 man	 and	 one	
woman,	 sharing	 the	 same	 relationship.	According	
to	Paul	Bottomer,	“Much	of	the	process	of	leading	
is	not	something	the	man	does	actively	but	rather	
is	the	result	of	clear	and	positive	dancing.	The	best	
leading	is	the	kind	that	leaves	the	woman	no	other	
option	 but	 to	 dance	 what	 the	 man	 intends	 with-
out	 her	 really	 having	 to	 think	 about	 it.	 Once	 the	
woman	has	to	work	at	following,	the	enjoyment	is	
largely	lost	for	her.	The	woman	should	accept	the	
man’s	 lead	(not	 try	 to	guess	what	he	will	do	next	
and	commit	herself	to	a	course	of	action	that	might	
be	the	wrong	one).”
	 The	 woman	 has	 the	 responsibility	 when	
she	 is	 moving	 forward	 and	 the	 man	 is	 moving	
back	(since	she	is	the	one	who	can	see	where	the	
couple	is	moving)	to	indicate	to	the	man	if	they	are	
about	to	dance	into	a	problem.	She	can	do	this	by	
squeezing	the	thumb	and	middle	finger	of	her	 left	
hand	and	then	allowing	the	man	to	lead	his	evasive	
maneuver.

	 Courtesy	 may	 seem	 at	 first	 to	 be	 an	 old-
fashioned	 idea	 to	 be	 discussing	 in	 a	 book	 about	
modern	dancing,	yet	politeness	and	consideration	
for	others	is	timeless	and	always	appreciated.
	 It	is	much	nicer	to	dance	close	to	your	part-
ner	when	the	floor	is	full	and	also	provides	a	great	
opportunity	for	conversation.	In	1883	a	pastor	of	a	
N.Y.	City	church	said	about	dancing,	“No	husband	
likes	 to	see	his	wife	 in	 the	arms	of	another	man.”	
Good	advice	for	marriage	today!

Marriage is a Game of Dominoes
	 As	a	child	my	favorite	game	with	dominoes	
was	 to	 line	 them	 up	 standing	 upright	 in	 a	 circle	
or	a	 long	wandering	 line.	That	 tested	my	skill	but		
tilting	the	last	one	forward	or	the	first	one	backward	
was	the	thrill.	 In	real	 life,	our	actions	will	have	an	
effect	 on	 those	 around	 us.	 We	 are	 a	 product	 of	
those	that	went	before	us	and	we	leave	our	imprint	
on	those	that	follow.	Although	the	children	are	not	
responsible	 for	 the	 sins	 of	 the	 parents,	 they	 may	
have	 to	 suffer	 because	 of	 them.	 However,	 God	
has	 promised	 mercy	 unto	 the	 third	 and	 fourth	
generations	of	those	who	love	His	law	(see	Exodus	
20:5-6).
	 It	was	a	challenge	to	build	a	tower	with	the	
dominoes.	 Placing	 two	 in	 one	 direction	 and	 the	
next	layer	placed	in	the	opposite	direction;	adding	
each	 layer	carefully	 to	avoid	causing	 the	 tower	 to	
crash.	 Building	 a	 successful	 marriage	 takes	 time	
and	skill.

Marriage is a Game of Coin Toss
	 Heads	I	win/Tails	you	lose.	Someone	told	
me	 marriage	 is	 a	 50-50	 situation:	 If	 each	 part-
ner	 gives	 50%	 that	 makes	 100%,	 doesn’t	 it?	 No,		
marriage	 should	 be	 a	 win/win	 situation,	 so	 each	
partner	giving	100%	is	a	winning	success!
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Marriage is Filling Needs
	 The	 book,	 His Needs Her Needs, by	
Willard	F.	Harley	Jr.,	lists	ten	needs	for	the	married	
couple.	 Individuals	 often	 assume	 that	 their	 needs	
are	the	same	as	their	partner’s	needs.	Although	he	
lists	affection	for	her	and	sexual	fulfillment	for	him	
as	 the	 number	 one	 needs,	 if	 the	 other	 needs	 are	
not	met,	 those	 two	are	not	enough	 to	maintain	a		
fulfilled	marriage.	This	is	a	major	reason	that	teen-
age	 marriages	 often	 fail.	 Also,	 as	 we	 grow	 and	
mature,	our	needs	often	change.	 (We	should	add	
that	wants	are	not	to	be	confused	with	needs!)

Marriage is a Permanent Commitment
	 Paul	 says	 in	 Romans	 7:2-3,	 “For	 the	
woman	 which	 hath	 an	 husband	 is	 bound	 by	 the	
law	to	her	husband	so	long	as	he	liveth;	but	if	the	
husband	 be	 dead,	 she	 is	 loosed	 from	 the	 law	 of	
her	husband.	So	 if,	while	her	husband	 liveth,	she	
be	married	to	another	man,	she	shall	be	called	an	
adulteress:	but	if	her	husband	be	dead,	she	is	free	
from	the	law;…”	(also,	see	Luke	16:8	and	Matthew	
5:32).

Marriage has “Watershed Moments”
	 In	 a	 split	 moment	 one	 will	 sometimes	
decide	which	way	 things	will	go,	 to	 the	bad	or	 to	
the	good.	Every	morning	of	your	marriage	may	be	
a	watershed	moment:	words	of	anger	and	fear	or	
words	 of	 mercy	 and	 compassion	 may	 determine	
the	flow	of	the	day.	If	your	spouse	keeps	you	wait-
ing,	 will	 you	 greet	 him	 or	 her	 with	 a	 shout	 or	 a	
smile?

Marriage is Like a Pair of Shears
	 They	 can	 be	 so	 joined	 that	 they	 cannot	
be	separated;	often	moving	in	opposite	directions,	
yet	always	punishing	anyone	who	comes	between	
them.

Marriage is God Ordained
	 Rabbi	 Lapinn	 suggests	 marriage	 is	 God	
inspired,	mankind	would	never	have	discovered	it	
on	his	own.
	 We	 have	 discovered	 the	 use	 of	 fire,	 met-
als,	 drugs	 and	 other	 materials,	 but	 Rabbi	 Lapinn	
maintains	that	a	man	would	never	have	thought	to	
give	up	his	freedom	for	the	opportunity	to	remain		
committed	to	one	woman	and	the	responsibility	of	
providing	for	a	family.	In	primitive	times	a	woman	
might	have	thought	of	marriage,	but	how	could	she	
convince	the	man.
	 Friends,	 our	 heavenly	 Father	 gave	 man-
kind	the	marriage	concept	and	rules	for	implement-
ing	 the	 concept.	 These	 are	 perilous	 times	 for	 our	
marriages,	our	 families,	our	communities	and	our	
churches.	 We	 must	 focus	 on	 what	 unites	 us	 and	
not	on	what	divides	us!	 In	marriage	as	with	 love,	
it	is	not	just	looking	toward	one	another;	it	is	also	
looking	in	the	same	direction.

Used	by	permission	from	Greetings	from	the	Listening	Post,	of	The	
Words	of	Jesus	Ministry,	July-August	2010/Volume	16/Issue	4.

<a href=”http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image=474&picture= 
wedding-rings”>Wedding Rings</a> by Petr Kratochvil

<a href=”http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-age.php?image=9325&picture= 
wedding-bouquet”>Wedding Bouquet</a> by Anna Cervova
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    A good example of what a race is can be 
seen in the world of sports. The Olympic Games  
consist of various kinds of sports and all kinds 
of races. You can find sprinters, long-distance 
runners, short distance runners, hurdlers etc… 
All of these athletes have different strengths 
and talents to succeed and achieve their goals 
and fulfill their ambition of winning their race. 
It requires physical strength, sweat, practice, 
dedication, effort and determination to make it to 
the finishing post. If they do not possess these 
skills and strengths, they may not be equipped 
for their race.

    While the contestants prepare for their race, 
they often eat a special diet, choosing certain 
foods over others; this helps them prepare their 
minds and bodies to be in peak condition. They 
have to be fit for the race. The race is constantly 
on their mind. They sleep, dream, and wake up 
with it on their mind. Why? Because their whole 
being craves to be the winner of the race in which 
they are competing. Some contestants would 
stop at nothing just to win. Nothing can stop 
them. They are determined to win. Winning, 
making it to the finish line is a must. To not finish 
the race is not an option.

    This race is not always easy, short or swift. 
Sometimes the challenges are so severe and  
difficult that the contestant comes close to break-
ing, or wants to give up. But when they are  
prepared, they can enter their race with the 
intention of winning!

    The prophets of old had to run many races on 
God’s mission.

Jonah’s Race: In the book of Jonah we can 
read of the consequences of disobeying God`s  
command. Jonah, although disobedient, cow-
ardly, stubborn, and impertinent, had to run the 
race as God commanded him. The Prophet 
Jonah decided to act on his own accord, but as 
we often find, once we are in the race we have to 
endure to the end, we have to be obedient to our 
Training Master. So, after he was vomited out of 
the fish’s belly, Jonah obeyed God’s command 
and he ran full speed ahead with the Word.

Elijah’s Race: In 1 Kings, Chapter 19, we read 
where Elijah thought he could drop out of the 
race because of his fear of Jezebel and her 
threat on his life. But God told him, No Elijah, you 
don’t roll over and play dead with my work; you 
have work to do. In fact, you are not even going 
to see death. So get out of your self-pity for you 
have not finished your race. This same chapter 
tells us that he was fed twice by God’s Angel, 
and he was strengthened for the tasks ahead.

Isaiah’s Race: Isaiah, Chapter 6 speaks of the 
Commission of Isaiah. The Lord was speak-
ing to Isaiah and Isaiah was prophesying the 
words of the Lord. Isaiah was hearing from the 
Lord but not until King Uzziah died did Isaiah’s 
race begin. He was being prepared on ground 
level for the great prophetic race ahead. And in 
Chapter 7 verse 3 it tells us that God told him to 
go! And thus Isaiah’s race began.

Paul’s Race: As Saul, the Apostle Paul was  
running a race in the opposite direction (Acts 
Chapter 8:1-4) but God stopped him in his tracks 
and commissioned him to another race (Acts 
Chapter 9).

THE CHRISTIAN’S RACE
By Evangelist B. Hutchinson

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us 
run with patience the race that is set before us” Hebrews 12:1.
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Our Race: The Christian’s race is not one of 
speed. The Christian’s race must be sincere, 
and honest, it requires endurance to make it to 
the finish line. We are encouraged to “strive to 
enter in at the straight (or narrow) gate, for 
many will seek to enter in, and shall not be 
able” (Luke 13: 24). When running this race, 
the Christian must also envision the finishing line 
and the glory ahead. 

    This also means that as God’s children we 
have to be fit for the spiritual race and take 
care of our spiritual and physical bodies. When 
we begin training for the race, we have to start 
training on ground level, training is absolutely 
required. You will notice an aircraft starts on the 
ground. It doesn’t take off in the air. The pilot 
runs the engine for a while, the passengers have 
to fasten their seatbelts, and then the aircraft 
moves slowly down the runway. The ride could 
be bumpy, some bumps more than others, but 
we take off from ground level. Even the Prophet 
Elijah took off from ground level (See II Kings 
Chapter 2:11). And so, we, the Saints of God, 
are in training down here. While we are preparing 
for the flight, all kinds of problems come along 
to prevent us from making it, sometimes fierce 
winds clip our wings and we need the help of 
the Lord.

    He, as our pilot, knows the route He has  
prepared for us and has prepared skilled peo-
ple: navigators, controllers, markers, sometimes  
better known to us as pastors, teachers, family 
or friends, on the ground—right where we are, 
watching the aircraft. The first sign of something 
going amiss, or if we leave the radar, instantly 
many are made aware: ALERT, we are in  
DANGER! Our captain and ground control start 
to connect, instructions are given, and every 
effort is put into place to get us back in circuit and 
out of the danger zone.

    And so it is with the Christian’s race. When 
we are heading in the danger zone, we must 
slow down, contact our Captain, reroute, regain 
strength (often with much fasting and prayer), 
and start the journey again. It takes much prayer 
and fasting to run this Christian race—so much 
so that we often find the need to “pray without 
ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5: 17).

    When we near the end of our race and our 
strength is almost gone, we want to share the 
testimony of Apostle Paul when he said:

“I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
Finally, there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the Righteous Judge, will give 
to me on that day, and not to me only 
but also all who loved His appearing”  
2 Timothy 4: 7-8. nkjv

    Paul was satisfied with his race, and was look-
ing forward to his future rewards. There are no 
cowards in this race. Neither is there room for 
laziness in this race. We have to be prepared to 
stand the test of this race. 

    And while our race is not yet over, we can only 
envision the finish line. We keep running, for the 
race is not for the swift, but for those who endure 
to the end.

Evangelist Hutchinson is a member of the Remnant Tabernacle 
Church of God 7th Day, Toronto, Canada.

<a href=”http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image=9769&picture=he
althy-breakfast”>Healthy Breakfast</a>  
by Vera Kratochvil

<a href=”http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image=16831
&picture=track-practice”>Track Practice</a>  
by Peter Griffin

This race is not always easy, short or swift. Sometimes the 
challenges are so severe and difficult that the contestant 
comes close to breaking, or wants to give up. But when 

they are prepared, they can enter their race with the inten-
tion of winning!
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	 	 Campmeeting	2012
Come one, Come all,   

to this year’s 2012 Campmeeting   
for the General Council   

Churches of God (Seventh Day), Inc.   
located in Meridian, Idaho.

Our theme this year is, 
 “Open Our Eye’s Lord” 

Campmeeting dates this year are:   
July 2--July 7 

 

Our schedule is filling up with a children’s  
program; seminars on Evangelism and 

Prophecy, speakers, specials, music, and fun! 
Hope to see you here...

<a href=”http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image=2579&picture=pigeon-
coming-back-from-outer-space”>Pigeon Coming Back From Outer Space</a> by Frits Ahlefeldt



In Loving Memory
Thank You, Lord,  

for all the years and grace you have given us.

Art Cushing
1925—2011

Dorothy Sheffield
1930—2011

Columbus “Chuck” McCoy
1925—2011

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He 
maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 

leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth 
my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righ-
teousness for his name’s sake. Yea, though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest 
a table before me in the presence of mine ene-
mies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup 
runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall 

follow me all the days of my life: and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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